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KERRY AND ALASTAIR HOUSTON MOVED THEIR YOUNG
FAMILY TO A HISTORIC HOTEL ON TASMANIA'S WILD
NORTH-WEST COAST IN SEARCH OF A QUIETER LIFE.

WORDS VIOTORIA CAREY PHOTOORAPHY MARNIE HAWSON
STYLING LYNDA GARDENER AND BELLE HEMMING |
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HOME STANLEY TASMANIA

& i ily's lving roam, From laft, pheasant
Paris by Alastair Diana Wathan:

& English oil painting of a bay with o dave is believed to date from
17005 |artist unknown}; sanguina pencil sketches of Alastair's grest
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The vierw from Highfield House, a lacal
historic site, towards the Nut, with Bass
Stiait beyend. CLOCKWISE, FROM RIGHT
Werry and Alnstair with daughtars Lucy
and Bonnis; tha gicls lowe towalk their dog
Flags aftar Wil Wave, ona ol the

finar of the Shin T

" I i I, Th
walipapar i Raphag Black from Sandberg
Walipaper and the bedhead is from The
Upholstery House; the enviranment is
pristing the Ship Inn's distinetee mustard
exterior is a local landmark: Highfald is ane
of seven rooms at the Ship Inn.each with
its cwn distinctiva sty Tha Fina Art Cloud
walipaper is from Anewall. FACING PAGE
Stardey is surrcanded by rich farming land,
Far stockist details, see page 144,

1. “So we hept caning back to Stanley for our
= to stay in a little cottage, T felt like
anel, but | eould drive here!”

Three years ago, the couple decided they needed a base
i Stanley and bought a holiday house. Previe
for two years, the 1892 cottage was renamed Little Talisker
didn’t
n for

and be
know at the time wos that
armuek |

ame thelr first renovation praject. What the
rould be ideal prepa
r project on the he

o,

eing awsy from Hobart felt like o real esc
we loved. But the thing we did) pect was that we would
make so many friends soquickly and beeome part of the

avs Kerry ad been working as an HR
manager for n Jarge healtheare company in Hoburt, “We
really liked the people and kept thinking about how we could
move up here permanently.”

‘When the Bay View Guest House, enly a few doors up from
Little |
in 2018, the pair decided to make the
bought the heritage-lsted building, which had started life
a8 the Shamrock In by Michae] Lyons, the
grandfather of former Prime Minister Sir Joseph Lyons who
waz born in the weatherboard cottage next door, it has had
several name changes over the years. Called the Ship Inn
from 1854 to 1888, the decision was mare to return to this

ape, which

te

community, , whi

et

dream a reality. They

lisker en Alexander Ter = anto the m

F TASMANIA HON

mamne as it reflected the days when it was a favourite with
the sailors who would r
Al arked on restoring th
two-storey weatherboard, which was saved from demolition
i the early 10708 by seulptor Jon Eiseman, into luxury
secommodation. It would alss need to double as a home for
thelr extended family tha
stud)
in Hobart

gularly stay in one of the 40 rooms.

distinctive

sirand Kerry eml

tincludes danghters Ap
ng in Melbourns, 14-year-old Matilda, who i
nd Kerry's p el Ralston
wha now live in an apartment st one end of the bailding,
srefze was not without its challenges, especially as
astair was still commuting to Hobart every second week.

itz Carole and Mic

Luckily, that “will draw to an end later in the vear as he

finishes a h who

“It was challenging not having a kitchen for 10 months.

e Lo cook with a single plate induction cooktop and
ary bench and sink, which got relocated about four
wventually it was out in the old billiard rooms,
water drained into a bucket that needed constant emptying,
T the mornings you could see your breath it was so cold.

“But we adored cur tradesmen, they have been brilliant
— thank you Clrcular Head region for supplying the most
talented, friendly and punctual tradesmen we have ever

ndd the

“We really liked the people and kept thinking about

how we could move up h

re permanently.”
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Lyans Retraat ream at the Ship Inn
arned after the anly Tasmanian-barn
minister Australia has had — Sir Jaseph.
wha ancs lived iri the cotiaga nest
walls are painted in Haymes Paint
Far stockist details,

Called the Ship Inn from 1854 to 1888, the decision was made
to return to this name as it reflected the days when it was a favourite
with the sailors who would regularly stay in one of the 40 rooms.
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dealt with. How many other people get their tradies bringing
fresh fish or a whole cooked lobster over for them?”

After creating a blank interior canvas, the next step was
to furnish the rooms with pieces, many of them family
heirlooms such as the paintings of Alastair's grandmother
Rosemary and mother Primula hanging in two of the suites.
It was here that the expertise of Lynda Gardener and Belle
Hemming, whoworked with the couple on the projeet, came
to the fore. Alastair's request was simple: “Please have
Mum somewhere — I don't want her sitting in an attic, that
wouldn't be right. Now the room revolves around her portrait
and I couldn't be happier — they made it so beautiful.”

But what is the best part about living in an historic inn
in avillage that looks like something out of a Thomas Hardy
novel? “Feeling like we belong. The community here is
sowelcoming and have embraced our extended family.
People know our name,” says Kerry.
Ship Inn, 16 Alexander Terrace, Stanley, Tasmania,
0439 749 140, shipinnstanley.com.au

The interiors are by Lynda Gardener and Belle
Hemming from Inside Story Studio who do residential
and commercial work. 0416 032 111, 0413 689 006;
insidestorystudio.com.au

Haymes Paint was used in the majority of the rooms.
Minimalist 1 was used in four suites while Umbertone
was used in the reception room and entrance hall. The
mustard exterior colour was custom mixed. Exterior trim
is in Haymes Paint Barely There, haymespaint.com.au

Kitchen and custom cabinetry throughout is by
Alec Blacklow from Smithton Joinery. (03) 6452 1501,

Local tradesmen worked on the Ship Inn, including
builders Chris Armstrong, 0428 142781; and Rene Hansen,
0419 041566. Electrician Pat Dwyer, 0419 0346 079.

Bedheads are by Andy Hemming from The Upholstery
House. 0413 689 006; theupholsteryhouse.com.au




ROOM WITH A VIEW

The spacious ki ing the heach at Tasmania's
Ship [nn s 1. The
main part of
pul’s old tap ¢

rotten floorboards and just the one window looking towsrds
Kerry and All
1gh the

ngzed space into

the billiards reom next door. Own

Houston got heritage approval to knos
metre-thick wall to incorporate this old d
their new k
the feel of the room as poszaible, so the o
ure still visible und the sloped ceiling remains,” Kerry says.
Askylight lets in much-needed light and the long kitehen
island integrates the two spuces. “Itwas really impoertant
o get our two new windows built 2o we could see the beach
From the kitchen,” Kerry says.
be thrown open in summer so the;
patio, built by Alistair, or in the p

These bi-fuld windows will
n eat outside on the

abe rear courtyard.

Az the kitchen is one of the first rooms you see when you
enter the apartment, Kerry wanted the fit-out to look “mere
- which

like furniture and less like a modern kitche:
Is why they wanted to hide the appli
integrated fridge and dishwasher. “The
agame-changer,” says Kerey., =

Read more about Kerry and Alistair's home on page 40,
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COME INSIDE BEAUTIFUL FAMILY KITCHENS ¥ Y
AND BATHROOMS — THE HARDEST 17 8
WORKING ROOMS IN THE HOUSE.

itchen has been
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